Park, Alhambra, San Gabriel, and Rosemead. Starting in the 1960s, these four cities experienced the fastest-growing Asian American populations. Saito argues that Latinos and Asian Americans became aware of the racial discrimination that whites inflicted upon them starting in the 1960s, and adopted political activist movements as a means of resistance to negotiate the meanings and consequences of race. He describes the cultural construction of ethnic identities and the development of political alliances among the residents of the area. Saito further argues that there exists a connection between whiteness and the construction of identities among racial minorities and the use of those identities in politics. The connection consists of a notion of a white racial privilege, proactive movements for racial equality by Asians and Latinos, and the panethnic identities formed in the process among Asians, Asian Americans, and Latinos through alliances and community organization. Throughout his book, Saito analyzes the conflicts among the various ethnic groups in the San Gabriel Valley and discusses the residents' reactions and methods of coping with the conflicts. In doing so, he describes what the events reveal about the construction of panethnic identities.
Saito's work flows in a linear progression and chronologically outlines events in the region. He begins by discussing the trends and growth of immigrants from Asia as well as a rise in the Asian American population in the region, and then moves to discuss white racial privilege and discriminatory acts by white Americans against the influx of immigrants and ethnic minorities. Next, he discusses how discrimination lead Asian Americans to take a more active role in local and state politics and the political conflicts and alliances that resulted. He then explores the initial antagonistic relationships between Asians and Latinos and the alliances that eventually formed because of shared political interests. Finally, he discusses the case of In elaborating on the slow growth movement, Saito discusses the notion of reasserting whiteness, White racial privilege, and how, in many studies of race, Whites are often left unexamined for they are typically viewed as the "norm. communities. Together, the groups worked to devise a plan which they could all support. They declared goals to create mutually beneficial electoral districts and put aside their differences in order to focus on common issues.
Saito explains how redistricting demonstrates the way in which government policies have defined racial categories and the social, political, and economic implications of that process. The redistricting of the San Gabriel Valley involved four major factors dealing with the interracial ties between Asian Americans and Latinos. First, both groups had similar histories of facing discrimination. Secondly, both groups shared common interests and concerns in subjects such as immigration legislation, bilingual education, discrimination, hate crimes, and employment. Both groups realized each others' strengths and the stronger impact that could be made if joining together in alliance and combining their populations to strengthen their political influence.
Latino organizations had political and legal knowledge acquired through landmark court victories, and Asian Americans had a growing population and the ability to fundraise greater amounts of money and provide resources. Finally, Latinos and Asian Americans had a history of working together. For instance, in the labor and agricultural market, cross cultural cooperative efforts for laborers and farmers emerged. This led to the formation of the Japanese-Mexican
Labor Association, the first agricultural union formed by racial minorities. These panethnic political identities fit into Omi and Winant's theory of racial formation for they can be created, inhabited, transformed, and destroyed. 10 In the San Gabriel region, these panethnic identities are not fixed or stable and constantly change from events that Saito depicts in his work.
10
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